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Source: author’s own, data from Stats SA QLFS 2025:Q2

Definitions

Narrow (official) unemployment rate: Population aged 15–64 who were not working, looked for work (or planned to start a business) recently, and were ready to work.

Expanded unemployment rate: Includes narrow unemployed plus those who were ready to work but stopped looking, such as discouraged job seekers.
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Expanded unemployment rate, by province, 2025:Q2

Source: author’s own, data from Stats SA QLFS 2025:Q2



Source: author’s own, data from Stats SA QLFS 2025:Q2

Expanded unemployment rate by race, 2025:Q2
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Poverty: measured by Food Poverty Lines

• Food Poverty Line (FPL) – R796.00

• Lower-Bound Poverty Line (LBPL) – R1109.00

• Upper-Bound Poverty Line (UBPL) – R1634.00

25.2% of the population lives below the FPL

More than half of the population lives below the UBPL

64.2% of Black South Africans live below the UBPL.



Source: Pietermaritzburg Economic Justice & Dignity



South Africa - the most unequal society in the world, with race and spatial 
segregation playing determining factors.

Only 10% South Africans own more than 80% of the wealth.

Access to quality public services:

• Education 

• Healthcare services 

• Water and Sanitation 

• Housing 

Unequal access continues to perpetuate poverty, unemployment, and 
inequality.





“Everyone has the right to have access to (a) healthcare services, 
including reproductive health, (b) sufficient food and water, and 
(c) social security, including, if they are unable to support 
themselves and their dependents, appropriate social assistance.”

Section 27(1) of the South African Constitution



Widespread poverty and inequality: millions of South Africans continue to live in 
poverty. Even those who are employed often earn too little to meet their basic needs

Gaps in the current social protection system

A deepening crisis:

➢ 25.5% of South Africans live below the FPL

➢ 64.2% of Black South Africans live below the UBPL

➢ The expanded unemployment rate stands at 42.9%, with little sign of 
improvement.

➢ Poverty, hunger, and inequality continue to grow





UBI needed as an immediate response to hunger, deprivation, and 
income insecurity.

It would provide a guaranteed monthly income floor, ensuring that 
everyone can meet their most basic needs and participate meaningfully 
in society

Desired goal: an introduction of a permanent UBI in South Africa, 
providing at least R796 per person per month (aligned with the current 
FPL)



A basic income support refers to “an income paid by the state to each 
full member or accredited resident of a society, regardless of whatever 
he or she wishes to engage in paid employment, or is rich or poor or, in 
other words, independently of any other sources of income that person 
might have, and irrespective of cohabitation arrangements in the 
domestic sphere” (Raventos, 2007, p.8).



Universal – should be open to all

Individuality – should be designed to cater to individuals

Unconditionality – should be unqualified, no special 
requirements, no means testing, no prerequisites, no special 
demands, or no stipulations

Basic – foundational income floor

Income – monthly income ensured as a right



“Social security is not just another 
government spending programme. It is a 
promise from generation to generation.”

HANK JOHNSON
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